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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, February 3, 2014 at 7:30 pm in 

the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, 
New York. 

  Present:  Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 
    Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 
  Also Present: James Palmer, Village Manager/Clerk 

    Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 
 
  Absent:  Trustee Farber 

    Trustee Markus 
 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for 
a moment so that we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the 

decisions that we make here this evening that they may benefit all the people of 
our Village.  

 
1) Communications –  

A. Email from Bruce Hartleben re: resignation from the Architectural 
Review Board. 

Mayor Cindrich read the email from Mr. Hartleben dated January 17, 2014.  

Mayor Cindrich requested that a thank you letter be sent to Mr. Hartleben for 
serving on the ARB. 

Mayor Cindrich reminded the residents of the Village that we need 
volunteers to serve on a variety of Boards.  We also need volunteers to serve as 
alternates on several Boards.  So if you have a few hours a week generally in the 

evening hours I’d ask that you get involved.  If you are interested please contact 
me or the Village Manager. 

b. Letter from John Donohue, Parade Chairman requesting 
permission to hold the Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

Mayor Cindrich read the letter from John Donohue, Ancient Order of 

Hibernians Parade Chairman dated January 30, 2014 requesting permission to hold 
their 24th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 8, 2014 at 2:00 PM.  

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 
Trustee Schleimer authorizing the Ancient Order of Hibernians to hold their 24th 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade as outlined in their letter dated January 30, 2014, 

all in favor.   
Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 
Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 
Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 
 Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. congratulated Father Edward Clark of St. Francis 

Church who will be the Grand Marshall, Ed Reilly will be the Hibernian of the Year; 
and Sean O’Connor will be the Friend of the Hibernian’s.   
 

2) Petitions: None. 
 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports:  
A.  Byram Lake Presentation. 

Mr. Peter Grunthal, Chairman of the Byram Lake Committee along with 

James Gmelin, Member of the Byram Lake Committee gave their Annual Report on 
the Water Quality of Byram Lake.  (a copy of the report is available in the Village 

Manager’s Office).  
 

3) Village Manager’s Reports- 
A. Auditors Presentation. 

This item was tabled and reschedule for the February 18th Village Board 

Meeting.    
 

B. Level of Byram Lake. 
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Village Manager Palmer reported that the level of Byram Lake is at 90% of 
capacity, and as of today the sluiceway continues to run. 

 
C. Infrastructure Repair Bids 2014-2. 

 Village Manager Palmer announced that the Infrastructure Repair Bid 
Notice is posted on the Village’s website and available for pick up at the Village 
Manager’s Office, the bid opening will be held on Friday, February 3, 2014 at 10:00 

AM. 
 

D. Water and Sewer Bills. 
Village Manager Palmer announced that the Water and Sewer Bills have 

been mailed.  Payment is due by Monday, March 3, 2014.  Many residents have 

signed up for the E-Z Pay Automatic Debit transfer, residents are encouraged to 
sign up and that information which is available on the website.   

 
E. February Refuse Schedule. 
 Village Manager Palmer announced that the Department of Public Works 

will be closed on Wednesday, February 12th in observance of Lincoln’s Birthday and 
that all recyclables and newspapers will be collected on Tuesday, February 11th.  

Please note all other Village Office will be open on Wednesday, February 12th. 
 

F. Traffic Promulgation. 
 Village Manager Palmer announced the following Traffic Promulgation. 
 Traffic Rules and Regulations Register is hereby amended as follows: 

 Stop Intersections: 
 The following intersection is hereby designated as a stop intersection and 

will have a stop sign erected at the intersection: 
 Parkview Place northbound at the intersection of Lafayette Street. 
 

G. Executive Session to discuss pending litigation, personnel and real estate 
matters. 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and 
seconded by Trustee Schleimer to hold an Executive Session immediately following 
this tonight’s meeting to discuss pending, litigation, personnel and real estate 

matters, all in favor,  

Motion Adopted 
Mayor Cindrich  Aye 
Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 
 

5) Board Reports:   
Trustee Schleimer announced that the AARP Tax Help is starting this Friday, 

at 9am at the Fox Senior Center.  It will be held every Friday for at least the rest of 
the month of February.  I’ll update the public with days and hours for March and 

April.  These are retired professionals who will help you fill out your tax forms, it’s a 
wonderful free service available to seniors;  .   

On March 24th Car Fit a national program developed by AAA, AARP and the 

American Occupational Therapy Association are hosting a safety program which 
provides older adults with tools for understanding and applying the safety features 

of their cars.  It’s going to be held at the Lewisboro Town Park on Route 35, you 
should call for an appointment at 674-7814. 

Effective last May the penalties for using cell phones to send and receive a 

text message or to make a phone call while driving was instituted and it carries 5 
points on your driver’s license.  It’s the same number of points as reckless driving 

or passing a stopped school bus.  The Legislature is taking this very seriously and 
this is a very expensive ticket court fine between $150 - $400 plus Court fines and 
surcharges.  Also under the new law for Junior Drivers if you get stopped and you 

get ticketed for texting you get a sixty day suspension on your first conviction.  For 
a second conviction you get a six month revocation within six months of license 

restoration and 5 points, and the same is true for a Jr. License.  So please be aware 
this is a dangerous activity and what we are really looking forward to is saving 
lives.  We hope you take this as seriously as the Legislature has suggested we 

should.   
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Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. reported that his priority has been working with the 

Village Manager on a number of issues with our parking enforcement.  We are 
working together to try to solve some of the problems we have there.  Secondly, as 

far as the Building and Grounds Committee goes I am planning to take a visit to the 
Independent Fire House to look at their current heating system.  I’ve made some 
inquires into high efficiency burners for a gas fired system.  I have some names 

and I’m going to be going with an experienced heating person to take a look at the 
unit.  We are also going to start to get some bids on repairs that need to be made 

to the kitchen floor at the Mount Kisco Senior Center.  There is a large area in the 
kitchen where the floor has settled and we want to get that repaired.  We are also 
looking into more efficient snow guards for the Library roof. 

Mayor Cindrich requested that a letter be sent to the design architects of the 
Library advising them of the snow guard deficiency.   

 
Mayor Cindrich stated that a joint meeting with the Planning Board is 

absolutely necessary to discuss Code Revisions and the Zoning Changes.  I made 

certain recommendations redefining the Village Code in two particular areas last 
February and we haven’t been able to act on those.  So I think it’s important to 

meet with the Planning Board as soon as possible.   
I do want to commend Staff and the consultants for the action that was 

taken with Tesla Motors who is now occupying 115 Kisco Avenue.  I believe they 
came in around late October and the resolution was approved in January.  So for all 
of the nay-sayers that are out there saying that it takes forever to get something 

approved, if your within the scope of the of zoning ordinance, if you comply with 
the rules and regulations and you get your submissions in in a timely fashion the 

approvals run relatively fast.  He commended the Planning Board for the swift 
completion of this application. 

Despite this winter weather spring will be fast approaching and I’d like to 

know what is going on with the Smilkstein property.  I’d like to give the neighbor’s 
of the property the name of the Bank and the phone number so that residents can 

call as we have been calling to complain about the house and the property.  We 
have been trying to get the property into some type of conformity with the 
surrounding community.   

Village Attorney Whitney Singleton stated that the name of the bank is “Bank 
of America” and that the house has been vacant for a number of years now.  It is 

my understanding that the house is not structurally unsound for us to require its 
demolition.  It’s a question of property maintenance which Bank of America is 
failing to undertake.  Bank of American can be issued violations for that or under 

the Village’s Property Maintenance Code the Village can also undertake the property 
maintenance and charge it off as a lien on the property.  But right now the bank 

has been undergoing foreclosure for 7 years it has not succeeded in undertaking it 
and I do not believe that they are anywhere closer.   

Mayor Cindrich replied anything that we can do as a Village I wish we would 

start undertaking and put pressure on the bank to resolve this matter. 
Village Attorney Singleton stated that he has put over a dozen telephone 

calls into the Bank’s Attorney and to the Representatives at the Bank of America.   
Mayor Cindrich stated and the Village of Mount Kisco has spent a 

considerable about of money doing grounds keeping and the general maintenance 

of the property. 
Village Attorney Singleton stated that he has even met with members of the 

estate to see if it would be feasible for them to administer the estate so that the 
house can be disposed of.  It is more comprehensive of an undertaking than you 
might think with approximately 60 people that need to be named as interested 

parties.   
Mayor Cindrich asked if there have been any liens placed on the property.   

Village Manager Palmer replied no and that the bank has been paying the 
taxes. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that the vacant Borders building is also creating a 
hardship in the Village.  While I’m in communications with the property owner of 
record I don’t have contact with the financial people of the building and I’d like to 

get something on letterhead from the Village in getting their attention that we are 
interested in doing whatever we can to spark some interest in this property and to 

get it marketed properly.   
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The parking and meter complaints still continue around the long term meters 
there was some confusion on the fines of long term meters.  In my opinion the long 

term meters should go and they should be tied to a pay station.  Maybe we should 
post on the meters themselves that the fine for violating this particular meter is 

twenty dollars, it’s something that will have to be addressed. 
I’m also concerned about the number of calls over the last couple of months 

that the Fire Department has been responding to.  In my opinion the Fire 

Department has really been over worked in the last two months due to the weather 
conditions.  The numbers of calls are really getting out of hand and a lot of those 

calls are not within in the Village of Mount Kisco.  I would like to see a list of the 
recent calls and which companies responded to each of these calls and maybe a 
meeting with the Town Boards of the other communities is appropriate to address 

some of these issues.   
Mayor Cindrich stated that when he reads that other municipalities are using 

sites to garner income that may approach $1 million dollars on solar installations 
and ConEdision is blocking this from happing in the Village of Mount Kisco, I think 
it’s something that needs to be looked into as to the validity of it. 

We did meet with the Finance Committee but I’ll leave that report for Trustee 
Markus to report on.  However, the meeting with representatives of the Governor’s 

Office was very successful and enlightening and I have follow-up information for the 
Governor’s Office today on websites and others ways to be successful in applying 

for grants.   
Our tax cap for this coming fiscal year is going to be around 1.48% and next 

year it’s going to be 1.46%.   

Both Jim Palmer and I received an email from the Power Authority advising 
us that rates will be increasing 12.67% as of January 28th and totally going up in 

May of this year to 16.39% which again is an outrageous increase.  I think a 
complaint needs to be logged in with the Public Service Commission.   

Village Manager replied that he forwarded that email to the Energy Action 

Coalition because this whole community choice aggregate program is what would 
hopefully address some of these increases.   

Finally, on February 27th at the Northern Westchester Hospital Dr. Jim Dwyer 
the Chief of Emergency Services at the Hospital will present an educational session 
on concussions and the youth athlete.  I advise anybody that has a child playing 

contact sports and even Coaches to attend this educational session at the hospital.  
There is a fee for the program which is $10 and I think that parents should be 

aware of what the potential dangers are.   
 
 

6) Old Business:   
A. Petition of Boys and Girls Club of Northern Westchester Inc. for Rezoning. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and 
seconded by Trustee Schleimer to table the Petition of the Boys and Girls Club of 
Northern Westchester Inc. for Rezoning until the Village Board has a work session 

meeting with the Planning Board. 
Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 
Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 
Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 
B. Petition of Radio City Ventures, LLC and Maplewood Senior Living, LLC for 

text change relating to property on 2 Morgan Drive. 
The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Schleimer to table the Petition of Radio City Ventures, LLC and Maplewood 

Senior Living, LLC for text change relating to property on 2 Morgan Drive until the 
Village Board has a work session meeting with the Planning Board. 

Motion Adopted 
Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 
Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

C. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the License Amendment 
between the Village Town of Mount Kisco and New Cingular Wireless PCS, 

LLC. 
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The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Griffin, Jr. authorizing the Village Manager to execute the License 

Amendment between the Village Town of Mount Kisco and New Cingular Wireless 
PCS subject to the following: that any trees that have to be removed are clearly 

marked and approved by the Village of Mount Kisco before they are removed; that 
there be inspections while the excavation of the site is going on; and that no work 
be performed on the weekend while the neighborhood is using it as a passive 

recreational area, also pending the agreement of the financial numeration for using 
the property and that the length of the lease will be until August 31, 2020; all in 

favor. 
Motion Adopted 
Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 
Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 
7) New Business:   
A. Schedule a public hearing for proposed changes to Chapter 55 Dog and 

Other Animals.  
The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and 

seconded Trustee Schleimer to schedule a public hearing for proposed changes to 
Chapter 55 Dog and Other Animals for Tuesday, February 18, 2014 for at 7:30 pm, 

all in favor. 
Motion Adopted 
Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 
Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 
B. Budget Modification. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and 

seconded by Trustee Schleimer;  

 Resolution to Adopt/Modify Fiscal Year 2013/2014 Adopted Budget 

Resolved, the fiscal year 2013/2014 adopted budget are hereby adopted and 
modified as follows: 

 
Budget – Capital Fund 
Increase Capital Fund Appropriations 

004.5410.2145 Sidewalk Improvements  $    4.000.00 
 004.8020.2044 Preston Way Bridge   $  30,000.00  

 004.8745.2114 CKWIC     $    1,000.00 
  Total     $  35,000.00 
 

Decrease Capital Fund Appropriations 
004.1620.2094 Village Hall Boiler Conversion  $  35,000.00 

Total     $  35,000.00 
 
The Village Hall Boiler Conversion 09/10 (004.1620.2094) was established in 

2009 with an appropriation of $ 50,000. The project was put on hold and any 
outstanding purchase orders were subsequently canceled as of 5/31/13.  

 
A new project was established on 1/17/2014 13/14 (004.1620.2148) with a 

budget of $ 45,000 in conjunction with the Fire House Boiler Conversion 13/14 

(004.3410.2147) with a budget of $ 65,000.00.  As a result the original $ 50,000 is 
a duplication and can be re-allocated to other projects that are over budget.  

 
As all projects are utilizing inter-fund project transfers of capital projects the 

net effect is $ 0. There is no need to appropriate or expend Capital Reserve or Fund 
Balance monies. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 
Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 
 
 

8) Bills – 
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The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded 
by Trustee Schleimer to pay the bills as presented to the Board, all in favor. 

Be it Resolved, the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to release 
payments to vendors. 

General Fund       $162,800.27 
Water Fund          61,990.32 

   Sewer Fund            6,138.67 

   Library Fund          21,839.87 
   Capital Project Fund         11,814.69 

Trust and Agency Fund         17,195.50 
    TOTAL   $  281,779.32 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 
Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Markus  Aye 
 
9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded 
by Trustee Schleimer approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 

January 22, 2014, with the noted date change, all in favor. 
Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 
Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 
Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 
10) Non-Local Business – None. 

 
11) Public Comment – None. 

 

 
With no other comments at this time the meeting ended at 9:30 pm. 

 

 
 

_______________________________ 
     James M. Palmer 
     Village Manager and Clerk 


